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Analysis of Appropriate Tourism Management Strategy to Achieve
Sustainable Development in the LUT Desert World Heritage Site
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Abstract

Today, tourism is one of the main economic activities in many countries. Geotourism is one of
the main branches of tourism, which is based on visiting geological and geomorphological
features. Prerequisite for sustainable use of geotourism potentials is their principled protection.
The experience of successful countries in the field of tourism industry shows that those countries
that have gained scientific and accurate knowledge of the tourism potentials of their country and
have made significant investments in the tourism industry with purposeful planning, have enjoyed
significant growth and development. LUT Desert is the first natural phenomenon of Iran, that was
inscribed to the UNESCO World Heritage sites List in 2016. Among the most important
landforms in the development of LUT Desert geotourism, we can mention Rig-e Yalan (sand sea),
Kalut (yardang), central Hamada, Nebka, Gandum Briyan region, Shoor river, Badlands, salt
polygons, volcanic craters and Inselberg. The sustainable development approach implies that the
natural, cultural and other resources of tourism are conserved for a continuous use in the future,
while still bringing benefits to the present generation. This approach is important because most
tourism development depends on attractions and activities related to the natural environment,
historic heritage and the cultural patterns of specific areas. If these resources are degraded or
destroyed, then the tourism areas cannot attract tourists and tourism will not be successful.
Therefore, for proper and sustainable management as well as achieving sustainable tourism
development, it is suggested that tourism planning and management in the LUT Desert be done
in an integrated manner and at three national-regional-local levels.

Keywords: LUT Desert World Heritage, Tourism, Integrated Management, Sustainable
Development, Local Communities.
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