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ABSTRACT

Studying the human settlements and the range of natural resources consumption is a part of research
done in the Geographical landscape field which is part of historical geography. In such studies,
however, human’s attitude towards the landscape and the way it reflects in human-made artifacts has
not received serious attention yet. Pottery ware, in this regard, is considered the oldest objects
remained from ancient civilizations decorated with various motifs. Geographical and environmental
elements are among the commonest motifs applied on such ware. Shahr-e Sukhteh in Sistan and
Baluchistan Province is an ancient settlement in Iran plateau where many pottery works have been
gained in excavations. The way ecological and geographical features reflected on the pottery ware
obtained from Shahr-e Sukhteh is the main subject to be discussed in this research. Therefore, the
main question would be this: What are the ecologically- and geographically-inspired motifs painted
on the pottery from Shahr-e Sukhteh? And which phenomena and features have been particularly
emphasized? A qualitative analysis of the motifs shows that although the artists had been occasionally
dedicated to the realistic representation of environmental elements, such procedure in most cases has
been performed symbolically. Therefore, painting the landscapes on the works had been done
according to their symbolic significance.Quantitative study of the motifs on the burnt city pottery
shows that the depiction of water and its related elements has the highest number and the man-made
works have the lowest number.
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Extended Abstract using natural sources are a part of the examinations

1- Introduction

eographicallandscapeusually examines

conducted in this field. In such studies and research,
however, the human’s attitude towards landscape
and its reflection in his artifacts have not been paid

changes in natural environment during considerable attention. Pottery stands among the

a certain period of time. Studying
human settlements and the degree of

oldest works remained from ancient civilizations.
Artifacts of this field were decorated with various
motifs the environmental and geographical elements
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are the commonest of which. The present essay
seeks to demonstrate how the landscape and
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2-Material and methodology
The present research is conducted by using

analytical-descriptive methodology based on library
sources. Case studies were selected from the
collection of Shahr-e Soukhteh pottery in southeast
Iran as well as the images in printed works
according to the content and number of pages of the
essay. To reach a better conclusion, selected works
were grouped into 7 categories: the land and its
roughness, water and the related elements, heat,
wind, vegetation, animal species and human-made
artifacts. The motifs were analyzed on the basis of
physical characteristics and their resemblance to
natural phenomena and ecology of Sistan region.

3-Discussion and Results

Shahr-e Soukhteh historic site is located 56 km
south of Zabol in Sistan and Baluchestan Province.
Archaeological excavations reveal that this site was
sometime one of the most advanced ancient cities in
the world. Hirmand River and Hamun Lake are the
most significant natural sources in this region
playing a vital role in the life of the settlers from
past times to the present. Mountains, plain,
saltmarsh, special vegetation and animal species are
among other remarkable geographical and
ecological elements found in Sistan the images of
which have been reflected on Shahr-e Soukhteh
pottery. Considering the motifs painted on such
works of art, we see that artists in this region
applied two types of artistic expression to display
environmental landscapes: 1. Symbolic expression
in which certain features of symbols were used; 2.
Descriptive expression with the real representation
of natural phenomena.

4-Conclusion

A quantitative and qualitative study of motifs on
the pieces of pottery in Shahr-e Soulhteh
demonstrates that water and the related elements
such as rain, river and lake were the most, while
human-made artifacts were the least visual motifs
applied. An examination of vegetal motifs reveals
the diversity of different types of plants some of
which are comparable to those still planted in Sistan
region, like palm and wheat; while some others

such as heart-shaped leaves could not be compared
to any types as a result of stylization. A study of
animal species indicates that artists applied
zoomorphic motifs like goats, birds, deer, zebras
and fish among which deer stands at the top, and
zebra at the bottom in terms of quantity.

A qualitative study of works shows as well that
artists painted their conception of the geographical
environment in the form of a flat map with related
features in some cases, but they mostly applied
symbolism for environmental landscapes; hence,
landscapes were painted in such works according to
their symbolic significance.
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